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COMMUNITIES WANT IMPROVED LIVELIHOODS THROUGH BILL 

Youth development and job creation are some of the pertinent issues raised by communities from eMalahleni 

and surroundings during an information session to consult on the Housing Consumer Protection Bill. The 
consultative session is a legal requirement and imperative before the Bill is enacted into law. It seeks to 
enhance the regulation of the built industry and provide more protection to housing consumers. The Bill also 

aims to introduce effective enforcement tools and prescribing appropriate penalties or sanctions to deter non-
compliance by homebuilders. 
 

Once the new Bill is passed into Law it will allow the National Home Builders Registration Council (NHBRC) 
more efficiency in holding builders and contractors accountable and ensure they abide by set standards and 

regulations. “The country-wide consultative drive undertaken by the National Department of Human 
Settlements and the National Home Builders Registration Council (NHBRC) affords stakeholder to make 
inputs on the current Act (Housing Consumers Protection Measures Act 95 of 1998)”, says council’s Legal 

Head, Mr Hulisani Mbara. He added that this will also strengthen government’s efforts to curb the rise of 
unregistered builders. 
 

Several inputs and concerns were made from the floor in an attempt to enhance what is currently contained 
in the current legal prescript. One key submission was a request that the Bill should clarify the liability of 
inspectors and also specify non-compliance fines to be imposed to defaulting contractors and unscrupulous 

inspectors instead of termination. Early last week at Mbombela interests groups, councilors and private 
institutions also had an opportunity to make inputs on the Bill. The Bill aims at ensuring adequate protection 
of housing consumers and effective regulation mechanism by expanding the protection to consumers.   

 

The National Department of Human Settlements is currently on a nationwide drive consulting communities, 
public and private institutions on the Protection Bill prior its enactment into law. General concerns by 

communities a need for government to provide quality houses, proper basic services such as water 
sanitation and electricity. Over the last few years, poor workmanship and contractor’s ineptness have proven 
to be challenges in the construction of projects, especially which are government delivered. Despite these 

shortcomings, there is a general positive feeling that this Bill will come to people’s rescue. 
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